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Serious and Impartial Cn fi- 
ſiuerations on His MA]Es- 
TY's going Abroad this 
Summer, 


HERE are certain Men who are 

ſo carried away with a violent Spirit 
of Oppoſition, ariſing from a blind Attach- 
ment to Party, or an eager Purſuit of their 
own private Intereſts, that they are ever 
ready to. cenſure and condemn all Meaſures 
of Government, without giving themſelves 


the leaſt Trouble to weigh the Motives, or 


examine into the Cauſes thereof ; whereby 


they not only wilfully impoſe on themſelves, 


for want of taking a little Pains, but alſo 
prejudice the Judgment of the fincere and 
well-meaning, by miſrepreſenting, often. 
times, the moſt judicious and neceſſary Con- 
duct, and endeavouring to load thoſe Mea- 
{ures with Obloquy and Deteſtation, by their 
raſh Invectives, which were undertaken 
with no other View, than as being eminent- 
ly conducive to the public Welfare, Thus 
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the People are often impoſed on, by the 
Ringleaders of a Faction, and ſuffer them- 


ſelves to be deluded by weak and chimeri- 


cal Apprehenſions, into a Diſtruſt of their 


Preſervers: So that, fired with imaginary 
Grievances, and filled with vain Expecta- 


tions of procuring Eaſe, they give them ſelves 
up to the Direction of thoſe, who are per- 
ſuing every Method of puſhing themſelves 


into Power, that they may facrifice the 


public Good to their own private Benefit and 
Emolument. 


But in order to obviate the iniquitous 


Deſigns of ſuch public Incendiarzes to ſilence 
their outrageous Invectives, and to prevent 


the judgment of the People from being im- 
poſed on, I have undertaken to enter upon 


an impartial and candid Examination of an 


intended Step; which, however neceſſary 


and expedient, has raiſed great Diſguſt, by 


the inſidious Arts of the Defgning, amongſt 
the beſt Friends of jo preſent 7 Admi- 
niſtration, 


No ſogner had the public Papers appriſcd 
us of the intended Departure of His 
M- -y for Flanders, in the Beginning 
of May, than immediately the Malecon- 
tents began to unburden their rancourous 
Hearts; and by the Virulence of their 


Tongues ernte to raiſe ſuch a Storm 


amongſt 
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amongſt the People they imagined would 
be ſufficient to obſtruct the Rl Perſo- 
nage from his intended Deſign, and impede 
him from perſuing thoſe Steps which he 
muſt certainly have judged to be evident] 
neceſſary for the Good and Preſervation' of 
the People of Great-Britain, as he has al- 
ways made their Welfare the conſtant In- 
ducement to all his Actions, 


It has ever been a ſtanding Maxim in our 
Conſtitution, that the K——g can do no 
Wrong. Wherefore it is, that the Miniſtry 
are accountable to the People; for what- 
ever Injuries they may ſuffer, by an erro- 
neous Diſpenſation of Government, or 
whatever Detriment may accrue to them 
from the arbitrary Behaviour, or 'perverſe 
Conduct of their ſupreme. As it behoves 
thoſe, to whom he has committed the Ma- 
nagement of Affairs, not only to refuſe com- 
plying with ſuch Meaſures as they think are 
oppoſite to the Peoples Intereſts, but alſo to 
remonſtrate ſtrongly againſt whatever Step 
a Mon-—ch may take, which they imagine 
to be any ways prejudicial to the Public, by 
entering their Proteſts againſt it; which if 


not hearken'd to, they are left at Liberty to 


clear themſelves of any Imputations or Cen- 
ſure, by a voluntary Reſignation of their 
Places. But if on the contrary they ſhould 
enter into a Compliance with the Will of 
i N B 2 . their 
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their Maſter to the national Detriment, then 
the above Maxim gives the People ſuch 
Recoutrſe againſt the Miniſtiry, as it is im- 
poſſible for the R-—1 Favour to ſcreen 
them from : Of which, in the - Reign of 
King Charles the Firſt, the Earl of Straf- 
ford was a remarkable Inſtance, who was 
brought to the Block by the People, not fo 
much for occaſioning any of thoſe Evils, of 
which they ſo loudly complained during his 
Adminiſtration, as for giving Countenance 
thereto, by continuing in his Poſts and Em- 
Flavments, during the Purſuit of wrong and 
opprefitve Meaſures. And tho' his Maſter 
could not fave him from falling a Victim to 
puviic Reſentment, yet he was ſo conſcious 


of this Miniſters having acted no otherwiſe 


than in Obedience to his Will and Pleaſure, 
that it was with the greateſt Reluctance he 
could be prevailed on to fagn the Warrant 
for his Execution. Neither would the Peo- 

is admit it as an Excuſe for this great 
Man's Conduct on his pleading Innocence, 
in being but a /ing/e Voice, and always averſe 
to thoſe bad Meaſures which they com- 
plained of, as they looked upon the Act of 
the whole Miniſiry to be the Act of every 


Individual contained therein; of which they 


took him to be the chief, and, conſequently, 
moſt liable according to the foregoing Max- 
im to anſwer for the Errors of his Majter's 
Conduct. 75 
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As it is almoſt above the Reach of hu- 
man Wiſdom to frame ſuch Rules of Life, 
or Maxims of Government, however nicely 
adjuſted to the Conſtitution of the People, 
as to be unexceptionable ; ſo I know that 
our Malecontents are far from admitting of 
this fundamental One, that The K=—g can 
do no Wrong, into their political Principles 
at preſent ; though it is well known, that 
if once they could obtain the Poſſeſſion of 
the Throne for their deſired Prince, no 
Doctrines would be more ſtrenuouſly incul- 
cated, than thoſe of paſſive Obedience and 
Non-refiſtance ; which muſt ſet afide this 
Maxim of the Laws, as thoſe Doctrines re- 
quire an implicit Submiſſion in all Caſes, 
and obſtruct the calling a Miniſter to ac- 
count for obeying the Will of his Sovereign, 
although, according to our Conſtitution, he 
has ever been held anſwerable for whatever 
his Maſter may do amiſs, 


Though this Maxim, by a falſe Interpre- 
tation, might be rendered ever ſo ſuitable to 
their Purpoſes on another Occaſion ; yet, at 
pony they object the Sufferings of the 

oyal Martyr as a manifeſt Contradiction 


> thereto, To whom, ſay they, © The Peo- 


© ple imputed all the Wrong that had been 

* tranſacted ; and whom they not only ar- 

* raigned for doing that Wrong, but "_ 
a ee 
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took off his Head for the Puniſhment 


thereof, and to deter others from tread- 


ing in his Steps.” | 
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Again, ſay they, If this Maxim had 


any Prevalency or Foundation in our Con- 


ſtitution, wherefore was it that King 
James the Second was puniſhed by having 
his Throne declared vacant, and another 


Perſon put in Poſſeſſion thereof: But only 
from the Sentiments of the People at the 


Revolution, who imagined the King had 


done wrong, by abandoning the S eat of 


Majeſty, and throwing up the Reigns of 
Government at a Time when the public 


Commotions and Calamities ſhould have 
induced him to have held his Sceptre more 
firmly, the more he found it was ſha- 
ken? Hence, ſay they, the Engliſh voted 
that he had ahdicated the Kingdom; and 


his Scotch Subjects proceeded to rather 2 
greater Length, by: declaring that he had 
forfeited his Crown, by Forebuing the 


Kingdom, which is a metapborical Term, 


taken from a Bird when it abandon its 
Ni and Young Ones, without being chaſed. 


away, And though the Engl/i/þ were a 


conſiderable Time in debating on the Im- 
portance and Propriety of the Word Ab- 
dicate, before they adjudged the ing to 


*-have done wrong, or the Throne to be va- 


ba 
* 


cant; yet the Scots went roundly to work, 


and 


1151 
and immediately re/ofved that the King 
had forfeited his Crown, and Forebued 
the Kingdom, as he had run away from 
his regal Dominions without being chaſed- 
And, indeed, ſay they, it never occaſi- 
oned the leaſt Debate among either his 
Engliſh or Scotiſh Subjects, whether this 
bad Conduct of the King's proceeded from 
the Gratification of a ruling Paſſion, or 
whether Pleaſure, Ambition, Love, or 
Fear induced him to that Action, wherein 
they judged he had Wrong, and accord- 
ingly made no Scruple of puniſhing him 
with Bani/hment. Hence they infer that 
the Behaviour of both Nations, on this 
Occaſion, evidently ſhows, that it was 
their unanimous Opinion, that a King of 
England may not only do Wrong; but, in 
their Sentiments. actually u, Wrong; 
notwithſtanding the old Maxim of the 
Law, to which, on this important Occa- 
> *© fhon, they paid ſo little Regard, as muſt 
= *< neceſlarily explode it from any future Ob- 
« ſervance.”. 1 55 
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To theſe Objections of our modern To- 
ries, Jacobites, and other Malecontents, 
which are rather flung out to aſperſe, by in- 
viduous Reflections, the Behaviour of a 
RI Perſon at this Juncture, than 
with any real Defign of elucidating the 
Truth, I ſhall endeavour to anſwer in as 

conciſe 


( 16 ) | 
conciſe and perſpicuous Manner as poſlible, 
by obſerving that both theſe Arguments, 
which they bring againſt the Juſtneſs of the 
preſent Maxim, are only framed to promote 
ſome ſiniſter Views, and dark Purpoſes ; and 
are ſo far from having any Validity, that 
even they themſelves act in direct Oppoſition 
thereto, by endeavouring to vindicate and 
ſupport the Cauſe of that Family on all Oc- 
caſions, which here they alledge to be juſtly 
puniſhed for Errors which they had really 
committed. But let me beg Leave to en- 
quire of theſe Gentlemen, when was it, be- 
fore now, that they would allow any one 
Step, in all King Charles the Firſt, or King 
James the Second's Meaſures io be wrong? 
— Did they really think that the lat- 
ter had done amiſs by quitting the King- 
dom in ſo ſhameful a Manner; or that he 
was deſervedly puniſhed for Abdicating his 
Throne, or Forebuing the Kingdom, when 
the 
ons Attempts to re-eſtabliſh hjm there- 
in, even by endeavouring the Aſſaſſination 
of his worthy Succeſſor? Whether 
their preſent Conduct in enflaming the 
Minds of His MaJesTY's affectionate Sub- 
jets, by too oblique and malicious Aſper- 
ſions which they would willingly caſt on 
his intended Fourney to the Netherlands, 
in order to promote Diſſention amongſt the 
People, and thereby pave the Way for age? 
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made uſe of the moſt oily .and trea- 
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of the precluded Family to be reſtored, does 


not manifeſtly ſhow, that they are of Opinion, 


that the late King Fames ſoffered unjuſtly ; 
and if his Conduct, both before and after 
the Time of the Revolution, may paſs un- 
cenſured, it is certain that none of his Suc- 
ceſſors deſerve to have the leaſt Odium caſt 
upon them on any Account; and notwith- 
ſtanding the Malignancy of their Objections 
to this Maxim at preſent, yet their Con- 


duct throughout has evidently manifeſted 


them to be of Opinion that A King of Eng- 


land can do no Wrong ; and that all their 


Allegations to the contrary are mere Arti- 
fice, Chichane and Deluſions, only adapted 


to ſerve a preſent Purpoſe, and promote a 
particular Intereſt. 


But even allowing that their Arguments 
brought on this Occaſion had ſome Weight, 
ſo far as they relate to the Conduct and Be- 
haviour of our Kings before the Revolution, 
who it is probable] by an arbitrary and ex- 
orbitant Extenſion of their Prerogative on 
all Occaſions, may have ſo far injured their 
Subjects as to induce them, contrary to the 


ſtanding Maxim in our Law Books, to be 
of Opinion that a King of England might 


be himſelf guilty of doing wrong ; for 

which, in ſome Caſes it would have been 

unjuſt! to have puniſhed his Miniſtry, where- 
0 3 
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by the People may have often thought them- 


ſel ves juſtified in taking up Arms on ſuch. 


Occaſions, even againſt their Sovereigns ; as 
when during the Government of the Nor- 
mans, they perceived a King ſo totally en- 
groſſed by his Paſſion for his foreign Domi- 
nions, as to make their particular Intereſt 
the ſole avowed, and invariable Meaſure of 
Government ; and by that Szandard to 
weigh and adjuſt all Merit of his People, 
both civil and military; whoſe only Means 
of acquiring, or keeping Favour or Pre- 
ferment, was by a ſcandalous Proftitu- 
tion of their Conſciences, in complying 
with the ruling Paſſion of their Sovereign, 

to the Detriment of the Public. Whereby 

the Nation was often involved in long, 
cruel, bloody, expenſive and unneceſſary 
Wars; and deprived of the perſonal Pro- 
tection of their Monorch, by his being en- 
gaged abroad in the Defence of his foreign 
Territories, or in the Perſuit of their Inte- 
res; whereby his other Subjects were of- 
tentimes left under the Direction of a mot- 


ley and diſinited Miniſtry, who omitted no 


Opportunity of fleecing and oppreſſing the 
People, during their Maſter's Abſence; and 


had more Regard to the Indulgence of their 


own ſeparate Views of Ambition, Avarice, 
or Rapaciouſneſs, than to the procuring of 
the Eaſe and Welfare of their Fellow-Sub- 

| jects. 
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jects. So that either by the King's long 
Continuance in his Foreign Dominions, or 
by his frequent Four neys thither, and leav- 
ing the Government in the Hands of a rapa- 
cious coalited Regency, the Conſtitution of 
the Kingdom became chang'd, in Effect, 
from a limited Monarchy to that of a tyran- 
nical Ariſtrocracy or Government of the 
No bility. Whereby the People ſuffered 
more Injuries and Oppreſſions, from the 
arbitrary Conduct and wilful Errors of their 
many rulers, than it was poſſible for, to 
happen to them by the Miſmanagement of 
2 ſingle Head. And this, it is very proba- 
ble, was the miſerable Condition of this 
Nation under the Normans, who are fo re- 
markable in our tory for their partial At- 
tachment to their ative and foreign Terri- 
tories, as even to endeavour at the Subver- 
ſion of our very Language, by obliging all 
Pleadings in our Courts of Law to be held 
in the French, or rather the Norman 
Tongue. And it is alſo very likely, that 
this might have been the Caſe, when in our 
Annals we find the Kings of England, ſo 
long engaged abroad on foreign and romantic 
Expeditions, for the Defence of their im- 
poling Allies, or in endeavouring to obtain 
ſuitable Acquiſitions and Eſtabliſhments for 
them, or their younger Branches in the 
Holy Land, which, by the bye, was the 
SIDES C2 F 


20 
chief Motive of moſt of thoſe idle and ex- 
penſive Crufades, formerly undertaken by 
our antient Monarchs, under the ſpecious 
Pretext of Sanctity and Devotion in reco- 
vering that Land from the Paſſeſſion of the 
Infidels, to which it ſeemed appropriated 
by the divine Providence, as a deſerved Pu- 
niſhment to its former Poſſeſſions, in order to 
beitow it. on ſome needy or ambitious Ally, 
or to make it a Patrimony for the aggrandiz- 
ing ſome younger Branch of an opulent Mo- 
narchy.--Fhus the frequent and long Abſence 
ol the Prince on theſe quixote extravagant, 
Expeditions, and unneceſſary Fourmes, du- 
ring which they were frequently liable. to 
the Invations of the French and Scotch, 
may, in thoſe ancient Times, have induced 
the People to think their Sovere:gns looked 


upon themſelves to be Foreign Princes, ra- 


Q 


ther than Engliſh Kings: Wherefore they 


might conclude, that this Maxim of Go- 
vernment, which I take to be founded in 
our Conſtitution, That a King of England 
can do no Mrong, was totally ſuperceded by 
ſuch Conduct; and, accordingly they had 
Recourſe to other Methods of obtaining Re- 


dreſs for the Grievances they laboured un- 


der, than the arraigning or Puniſhment of 
a particular Favourite or Prime Miniſter, as 
they ſought to obtain a Remedy for their 
Evils, from Him that was the original Cauſe 

thereof. 
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This I fay, may have been the Caſe be- 
tween a King of England, and his SubjetFs, 
before the Revolution ; but, Thanks be to 
Heaven, our Monarchs, ſince that Time, 
have been endued with ſuch Roya/ Abili- 
ties, and exalted Virtues, as have placed 
them above a Capacity of doing Wrong. 
His preſent M y in particular, and al- 


ſo his Royal Progentfor, to their immortal 


Praiſe be it ſpoken, have evidently ſhew'd, 
by the Tenor. of all their Actions, that they 
were not only under a political, but even 


a natural Incapacity of doing an Injury, or 


ſuffering any Oppreſſion to be done, to their 
Subjects. To which Royal Benignity, they 
were as much, or rather more inclined, 


from the Virtues and Excellencies of their 


own Perſons, than from the particular Con- 


ſtitution of theſe Kingdoms. The Enjoy- 


ment of which Happineſs in our preſent 
Sovereign, renders every Precautioa taken 
by the People, in former Times, againſt 
his Predeceſſors needleſs as to him. And 
indeed it was, on Account of the many 
excellent Virtues and Endowments of King 


William III. of happy Memory, that the 


People ſo eaſily gave Way to the Repeal of 


that Clauſe in the Act of Settlement, 
which was provided againſt a King of Eng- 
land leaving his Regal Dominions without 

e the 


[22] 
the Conſent of Parhament : Which evinces 
that they were entircly of Opinion, that 
neither He, or any of his Succeſſors, could 
be capable of doing, or ſuffering, any De- 
triment to this Nation, fo long as they ad- 
hered to that Act, which re-eſtabliſhed the 
Conſtitution of theſe Kingdoms * the 


firmeſt Bas. 


Thus I have manifeſtly 8 that ac- 
cording to our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment, 4 
a King of Great Britain cannot do any Wrong 5 
in his political Capacity, and hardly in his 
natural; unleſs we ſhould have the Misfor- 


tune hereafter, to find a Monarch on the 3 
Throne ſo much depraved and degenerated, _® 
as to forego all the Virtues of his Royal Pre- 
deceſſors; which we have not the leaſt 3 


Reaſon to dread, from the great Care that 
iS; taken of the Education of the preſent 
Royal Iſſue. I ſhall now conſider the many 
Advantages that may ariſe to this Nation 
from the K—g's Journey abroad this Sum- 
mer, and ſhall alſo weigh the Diſadvantages 2 
and Hazards we may run thereby, which 2? 
have occationed ſuch Murmuring among : 


the 4 Yajfected and Diſcontented. 9 


This Diſcuſſion of Meaſures might per- 
haps be thought needleſs by ſome, after my 
having. ſo thoroughly evinced and ſupported 

the 
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the foregoing fundamental Maxim, which 
renders it inconſiſtent, or rather impoſſible, 


to impute any [jury or Evil Action to a 


King of Great Britain perſonally, as his Mi- 
niſtry are ſo evidently liable to be called to 
account for all his public Tranſactions : 
Yet, in order to the more effectual Con- 
vincement of theſe Promoters of Diſſention, 
I ſhall for a while wave the Juſtneſs of the 
Axiom, with which ] firſt ſet out, and ſhall 
proceed to a regular Examination of the 
Motives and Conſequences of the impor- 
tant Meaſure, at which they affe& to have 
taken ſo much Umbrage, and by which they 
have endeavoured to excite the unjuſt Cla- 
mour of the credulous Multitude. 


The Neceſſity of his M——y's Preſence 
in Flanders this Summer, in caſe our pre- 
ſent pacific Negotiations, of which only the 
preliminary Articles are juſt fign'd at Aix 
ſhould not totally take Place, muſt be very 
conſpicuous to any one, that conſiders what 
ill Succeſs our Arms have been attended 
with in the Notherlands theſe two laſt 


Campaigns : For although the Command 


of the allied Army may be inveſted in his 
Royal Highneſs the Duke, yet, as there are 
ſeveral foreign Generals joined with him, 


who, from their Seniority, may expect ſuch 
2 Deterence to be paid to their Sentiments, 


(perhaps | 
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(perhaps not altogether ſo favourable to the 
common Cauſe, and impartial to their re- 


ſpective Countries, as could be wiſhed) as 


will obſtru& the happy Meaſures, and glo- 


rious Deſigns of our young Hero. Which 
Inconveniencies will be effectually removed 
by the King's Preſence; whoſe known 
Wiſdom in Civil, and long Experience in 


Military Affairs, muſt add ſuch Weight to 


his Opinion, concerning the neceſſary O- 
perations of the Campaign, and give them 
ſuch Prevalency as muſt entirely ſupercede 
all others, that may be directed by private 


Views and particular Intereſts. The Royal - 


Preſence will not only encourage and ſup- 
port our own Officers and Soldiers, in ardu- 
ous and diligent Execution of their Duty, 


but will alſo check thoſe of our Allies from 
behaving in that bad Manner, which has of 


late cauſed ſuch loud Complaints, and pro- 


moted ſo much Diſſention in the Army; 


all Occafion of which will immediately dif- 
appear, on their finding the King in Perſon, 
an Eye Witneſs to all their Actions. And 
as it is upon the Succeſs of the enſuing Cam- 


paign, that the Continuance of the War, or 


the Acquiſition of a ſolid and laſting Peace, 
in a great Meaſure depends; ſo nothing 
can more effectually contribute to the Ad- 
vantage we expect from either, than the 
King's being upon the Place of Action, and 
DE ſuper- 
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ſuperintending all the Meaſures and Opera- 
tions that ſhall be reſolved to be under- 
taken, | 


Another ſtrong and weighty Motive, for 
his Maje/ty's taking a Journey abroad this 
Summer is the Neceſſity of his Preſence near 
the Place for holding the Congreſs, which 


muſt greatly expedite all Means made Uſe 


of for bringing about a laſting Peace; as it 
is well known, that under whatever Media- 
tion this defirable Event is propoſed to be 
accompliſhed, yet it is the King of Great 
Britain, at laſt, that muſt be the Grand 
Arbitrator of all thoſe Differences that may 


ariſe, in adjuſting the Articles to the Satiſ- 


faction of all Parties. Neither can Miſe- 
ries of War be ſoon extirpated, or the Ad- 
vantages we have the greateſt Reaſon to 
hope for from a Peace, be ſo expeditiouſly - 


acquired by his Majeſty's Continuance in his 


Britiſh Dominions ; as the many Couriers 


which muſt neceſſarily be diſpatched too 


and fro', on this important Occaſion, would 


loſe a conſiderable Time in crofling the Seas, 


beſides being liable to the ill Accidents of 
meeting with contrary Winds, and bad 
Weather; all which muſt certainly retard 
the Concluſion of a Peace, and will be great- 
ly prevented by his Majeſty's being in the 
Neighbourhood of Aix; eſpecially as none 
D of 


6260 
of the other Powers lie under theſe 
Diſadvantages, but can have Meſſen- 
gers immediately diſpatched to them 
dy Land, with the Tranſactions of 
their Plenipotentiaries. 


But in caſe of the Failure of a 
Peace, the Kings Preſence abroad 


may be a ſtrong Incitement to our 


Allies, eſpecially the Dutch, to co- 
operate with becoming Ardor and 
Reſolution againſt the common Ene- 

y : To which this muſt give them 
the greateſt Encouragement, as they 
muſt be thoroughly perſuaded by his 
Majeſty's expoſing his Royal Perſon 


to ſuch imminent Danger, on this 


Occaſion, that we are making War 


in Earneſt, which they hitherto have 


ſeemed to be in ſome Doubt of. And 
as it is expected that the Prince of 
Orange, their Szadtholder, will cer- 
tainly vilit the Allicd Army, as his 
Poſt requires him to do, ſo he will 
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have the Opportunity of conferring 
with his Mafeſiy, on thoſe Mcaſures 


which are mutually to the Intereſt 


of both States: Which Interview, 
between theſe two illuſtrious Perſo- 
nages, may, it is very probable, ce- 
ment the Bands of Unio» between 
us and the Republic of Holland, 
much ftronger than it is at preſent, 
and perhaps knit ſuch a Gordian 
of Friendthip, as will be impoſſible 
for the Sword of our Enemies ever 
to cut aſſunder. 


Every one that is in the leaſt ac 
quainted with his Majeſty's good In- 
tentions, for the Welfare of theſe 


Eingdoms, his ſtrong Propenſity to 
National Buſineſs, and his conſtant 


Aſſiduity therein, will readily aſſent 
to the Weight of theſe Reaſons, which 


are here urged for his Departure a- 


broad, and which are almoſt com- 
pulſive: And as many others, equal- 
e ly 
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ly as ſtrong, may harbour in his 
Royal Breaſt, which I ſhall not pre- 
ſnme to examine into; ſo I think 
that we may reſt well ſatisfied with 


thoſe already advanced, as they are 
all of them founded on the Good 


and Welfare of the Public, and the 
particular Benefit of this Nation. 


After having laid down theſe co- 
gent Reaſons for his Journey this 
Summer, and exhibited the many 
and great Advantages that we may 
expect therefrom, whether we con- 
tinue on the Sea of War, or arrive 
at the wiſh'd-for Port of Peace ; let 
us now take an impartial View of the 
Weight and Strength of thoſe Ob- 
jections, that calumnious Tongues 
of the diſaffected have raiſed, againſt 
the Expedicncy of this important 
Meaſure at che preſent Juncture. 


In the ad Place, then theſe 
De- 
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Defamers urge, That a King of 
England ought not to quit the Land 
upon any Conſiderations whatever ; 
as nothing can require his Preſence 
abroad but what is ſome how or o- 
ther ſubſervient to a foreign Intereſs. 
Britain, /ay they, has no Connexion 
with the Continent, neither have we 
TERRITORIES Zhereon, that require 
the King's per ſonal Protection, nor 
has his Majeſly any Dominions a- 
broad, but what may be as well go- 
verned by his Deputies ; without in- 


juring theſe Realms, by depriving 


them of that Benefit which muſt ne- 
ceſſarily accrue to every People on 
having their Monarch reſiding a- 
mongſl them. ---- In Anſwer to this 
ſpecious Argument, which at firſt 
Sight appears ſo very plauſible, I 


ſhall obſerve, that tho Great Bri- 


zain itſelf is an Iſland, and there- 


fore, abſtractedly conſidered, has no 


Connexion with the Continent; yet 
| its 
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its Intereſts may certainly have a 
very near Affinity, or Relation with 
thoſe of ſome other Power or Wa- 
tion, that is placed on the Terra 
irma: The effectual promoting of 
which, may require the Royal Pre- 
ſence, and may be mutually con- 
ducive to the Benefit of I's Par- 
ties, that are thus united by the re- 
ciprocal Ties of Religion, Liberty, 
Friendſhip, or Commerce, Will 
any one of theſe Malecontents, that 
bring this Objection, be ſo weak as 
to go about to prove, that it does 
not concern us, being a Proteſtant 
People, effectually to ſupport the 
Proteſtant Intereſt on the Continent ?. 
That it is not expedient for us to do 
our utmoſt in order to maintain the 
4 Ballance of Power, by ſtrengthning 
Fl the Hands of the Houſe of Auſtria, 
the moſt formidable Rival to our 
ancient Enemies the French? Or 1 
that it is not neceſſary for us to ſuc- Y 

cour 
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cour and protect the Hollanders a- 
gainſt all their Oppreſſors, thereby 
giving due Weight, Strength, and 
Conſiftency to thoſe People as being 
a Maritime Power, and united to us 
in Points of Religion and Liberty ? 
All, and each of, theſe Particulars 
may requre a King of England being 
perſonally on the Continent, and 
may ſufficiently compenſate for thoſe 
few and {mall Inconveniencies that 
may ariſe to his Subjects, by being 
2 deprived, for a ſmall Time, of the 
© Preſence of their Sovereign. As 
to the Queſtion, whether his other 
Subjects abroad may not ſometimes 
ſtand in need of the Royal Preſence, 
to beam forth upon them the happy 
Influences of his Reign more imme- 
diately, than what they could re- 
ceive from his Deputies? I ſhall 
leave it to be diſcuſſed when I come 
to conſider the Objection drawn 
on the preſent Occaſion, from his 
| Regard 
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Regard to his Foreign German 
Dominions. 


Again, it is argued by theſe Tra- 


ducers of good Deligns, and Pro- 
moters of Miſchief, © That a King 


of Great Britain ſhould not quit 
his Regal Dominions in Time of 


War on any Conſiderations what- 


ſoever. As thereby he may chance 
to expoſe his People to the Danger 
of Invaſions from abroad, and In- 
ſurrections amongſt the diſaffected 
at home: Neither, ſay they, can 
a Regency, that may happen to 
be divided into Parties, and tho” 


coalited in Power, may be unfor- 
tunately diſunited in Intereſt, ſup- 
port them fo effectually under ny 


of theſe diſaſtrous Calamities, 

give that Security by the e 
they ſhould take on theſe Occa- 
ſions, as what they might expect 
from their Monarch's Preſence a- 


© mong{t 
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mongſt them. Or indeed, fay 
they, it may chance that the Peo- 
ple may be conſiderable Sufferers 
under the Direction of a Re- 
gency, at ſuch a critical Juncture, 
ſhould they be iuduced from pri- 
vate Intereſt, Ambition or Ava- 
rice, to negle& the National Safe- 
ty, by not making a ſuthcient Pro- 
viſion in Time againſt the threat- 
ning Danger. In Confirma- 
tion of theſe improbable Accidents, 
c they alledge the Caſe of the late 
* Rebellion, which our Enemies, ſay 
they, were encouraged to foment 


and perpetrate by the King's Ab- 


c ſence ; and which was ſuffered to 


get to ſuch a great Height by the 
Negligence or Connivance of thoſe 


< whom he had ſubſtituted for our 


Guardians.“ ---- That the King's 


Preſence may be, and even is, indiſ- 
penſibly neceſſary abroad, even in 
Time of War, and at this preſent 

E Juncture, 


( 34 ) 

Juncture, is what I have already ful- 
ly evinced in mv Conſideration of the 
Motives of his MajzsTy's intended 
Journey this Summer. And it is 
very manifeſt that it was not his Abe 
ſence from his Reval Territories that 


gave any Encouragement to the late 


Rebellion, as it has fince plainly been 
proved by the united Teſtimonies of 
many Perſons concern'd 1a that hein- 
ous Tranſaction, it had been ſeveral 
Years in concerting, and particular- 
ly intended, together with an Inva- 
hon from France, in the beginning 
of the Year 1743 at a Time when 
his Majesry was preſent in England. 
----And it has alſo appear d as evi- 
dent, that his :raiz2rovs Subjects were 
not encouraged in their Attempts, 
any otherwiſe than by the Power, In- 
tereſt, and Authority of ſome of the 
His hland Chiefs, and other Diſaffect- 
ed Perſons of Note ; who, by their 
Letters ſollicited France to underale 

their 
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their Aſſiſtance. As to the Re- 
gency, they did the utmoſt in their 
Power to put a Stop to the Rebellion, 
neceſſary Orders, and Proclamations, 
as ſoon as they were appriz'd of the 
young Pretender's Departure from 
France, and even before his Arrival 
in theſe Kingdoms: But, unhappily, 
there was not a ſufficient Fofce at 
Home, to ſpare Troops to be ſent to 
reinforce thoſe in the NoxrTh, as it 
was evident to them, that, had they 
ſent any extraordinary Number thi- 
ther, they would have left the South, 
and richeſt Part of this Kingdom, 
and alſo its Metropolis, expoſed to 
the moſt imminent Danger of an 1::- 
vaſton from abroad. 


As to Diſunion in the Regency, or 
Mini ſtry, it is no more than a mere 
Phantom; raiſed and ſpirited up on 
this Occaſion, in order to frighten the 
credulous Vulgar into a Concur- 

rence 
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rence with the Deſigns and Practices 
of theſe wicked Incendiaries: For 
nothing is more evident, than that 
the Preſervation of their native 
Country muſt be the cheif Concern 
of every Individual, previous to any 
private Views of Ambition, Avarice, 
or Intereſt, eſpecially in ſuch Great 
and truly Hiriuous Perſons, to whom 
his MajzsrY always entruſts the 
Government in his Abſence; - and 


who are poſſeſt of ſuch large For- 


tunes and Eſtates in this Kingdom, 
much above any Profits that can 


ariſe to them from their reſpective 
Poſts, as muſt certainly render them 
the greateſt Sufferers in any ſuch 


public Calamity; and muſt needs 
ſet them above any other Motives 
than what proceed from the public 
Welfare, and exalt their Views be- 
yond any Thing that is not conſiſtent 
witli the ſtrict Rules of Honour and 


Virtue; which have ſo evidently 


been 
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been the Guide of; all the Actions of 
the preſent Minifiry, whether in 
Place or Out; and muſt effectually 
remove all Apprehenſions of Dan- 
ger, from their being left Guardians 
of theſe Realms, during his Ma- 
jesrv's Abſence: neither can we truſt 
our Safety in any better Hands than 
in thoſe, who have on all Occaſions 
 ſhewn the moſt conſtant and ſteady 
Attachment to his Majzsry's Perſon 
and Government; and have alway 
been zealous Aſſerters of the In- 
tereſts, Rights, and Liberties, of our 
preſent happy Conftitution ; as even 
their moſt virulent Enemies cannot 
dare to deny. 


It-is farther urged by our malvo- 
let Tories and Facobites, that a King 
leaving his regal Dominions, in Time 
of Danger for the Pleaſure of viſiting 
his foreign Territories may be inter- 
preted as ſuch a Diſregard for the for- 

| | mer 
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mer, and a partial Love for the lat- 
ter, which muſt excite the Indigna- 
tion of every true born Briton, who 
imagines the Intereſts of a ſmall De- 
pendant Territory, put in Competi- 
tion with thoſe of a ſpacious Mo- 
narchy.- It was the Misfortune of the 
late King James, ſay theſe falſe Rea- 
ſoners to be drove from his Kingdom, 
and forc'd to ſeek Shelter abroad by 
the Perfidy of his outrageous and de- 
luded Subjects; and if this Action 
of his to which he was forc'd by 
dint of Arms, and for the Security 
of his Perſon, when he found the 
Dutch Guards were in Poſſeſſion of 
his Palace at Witheball, was conſtru- 
ed as an Abaication of the Throne ; 
what, ſay they, can we think, when 
a P-nce voluntarily quits the N----n 
againſt the Remonſtrances of the 
greateſt Part of his Subjects? and 
wholly en groſſed with a Paſſion for his 
foreizn D-m-n-0-s and C-n-u-b--e, 

leaves his People to encounter with 


all 
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all the Difficulties and Dangers that 
they may chance to be expoſed to? 
l am ſorry that I have beenoblig'd 
to repeat theſe diſagreeable Terms 
which they uſe, with many worſe, to 
diſplay the ir rancorous Venom on 
this Occaſion ; but hope that from 
the fuller Uſe I have made of their 
Words, I ſhall be the more able to 
give them a ſatisfactory and filencing 
Anſwer. In order to which, I would 
have it remark'd by theſe Railors, 
that the Caſe of the late King 
James's Abdicating the Throne, has 
not the leaſt Relation to the Point in 
Diſpute: For it is evident, that King 
James had not at that "Time. any 
neceſſary Buſineſs to tranſact abroad, 
as his MajzesTy may have at preſent ; 

neither was he compelled, as they 


s urge, to quit the Kingdom by Force, 


as he was at the Head of a pretty 
large Body of T roops, which had 
not been engag'd or defeated, and 
from whom he abſconded in a pri- 


vate 


640 
vate Manner, leaving the Nation ex- 
poſed to all Accidents that might a- 
riſe from popular Commotions, with- 
out appointing any Regents or Guar- 
dians to ſuperintend them during his 
Abſence ; which is a manifeſt Proof 
that he never thought of returning 
to take his People under his Protecti- 
on; ſo that the Cenſure and Punith- 
ment which his deſerted Subjects in- 
flicted on him was both Juſt and 
Adequate to his Crime in abandon- 
ing them.----As to the particular Af- 
fection, that his MajzsTy may bear 
to his native Country it israther praiſe- 
worthy than blameable. That Matale 
Sol of Ovid, or tender Love for our 
native Soil, is it not univerſally pre- 
valent in all Mankind; and does not 


his paternal Regard for his Electoral 


Subjects, ſometimes require his Pre- 
ſence amongſt them equally as with 
us? Would it not be the moſt partial 
Piece of Injuſtice to thoſe ow 
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and valiant People, and ſaſter Sub- 
* jets, as I may term them, to de- 
- prive them intirely of the Royal Pre- 
ſence; which we can well diſpenſe 
with, without any Injury to ourſelves, 
| for a few Months? more eſpecially as 
their Conſtitution being different from 
cours, they are more liable to be a- 
buſed by thoſe to whole Care his Ma 
jeſiy may entruſt them in hisAbſence; 
and are without any of thoſe Means 
of Relief to which we can have re- 
courſe for a Remedy on ſuch an Oc- 
caſion. 
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Beſides, may we not find it to our 
Advantage to raiſe, cheriſh, and ſup- 
port, the Intereſt of Hanover; as we 
cCan always rely on the Aſſiſtance of 
that Electorate, in every War in 
which we may engage. 


Are we not in Honour bound to de- 
fend it, as often as attack d, or ex- 
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poſed to any Inconveniences on our 
Account? which we may be certain 
it will be as often as we quarrel with © 
any Power on the Continent, that can * 


aby ways come at that Electorate to 
att Ck, it therefore the morewe ſtreng- 
then its hand, and invigorate it, the 2 
more able will it de to defend itſelf 7 
and put us to theleſs Trouble on any 
ſuch occaſion. 


| Beſides as the Repeal of the ci ſguſe 
of the Act ofthe Clauſe in the Act 
of Settelme:!, rciating to the King's 
going abroad, has inveſted his Majeſ- 
ty with a Power of viſiting his foreign 
Dominions whenever he ſhall think 
it to be neeſſary; I ſee no Reaſon 
that any Tory or Jacobite has to ob- 
Jeck againſt that Indulgence, with 
which not only he but his worthy 
Predccefſors, have been favoured by 
the Community for a long tune paſt; 
neither conſidering the many excellent 
Virtues 
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Virtues that adorn his Royal Perſon, 
can I fee why he ſhould be reſtrain'd 
from this Pleaſure ; even ſuppoſing 
that to be the onlyMotive of his going 
Abroad any more than either his Roy- 


al Father OT King William the Third 


of happy Memory. 


Surely, if Pleaſure was the ſole In- 
ducement of his Journey, he may be 
at liberty to perſue it during thoſe few 
Months when his Preſence is not fo 
immediately necceſſary in theie King- 
doms, without its giving any parti- 


cular Umbrage or Jealouſy to his du- 


tiful and well-meaning Subjects tho 
it may chance to excite the Clamours 
of buſy Malecontents, whom no Mea- 
ſures however excellently adapted 


to the good of the Nation, can plcate 
as for Its particular eſteem for a cer- 7 


tain Lady, is it any more than wllat 
molt Monarchs have found thera- 


ſelves liable to, and can any of our 
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Calumniators prove that ſhe ever 
made a bad uſe of the Royal Favour, 
or ever promoted any one Step, that 
was any ways detrimental to the In- 


tereſt of Great Britin? 


In a word, all the Arguments 
brought againft I. is Majef'y s jNten d- 
ed Journey are Without any Weight 
or Strength; and thole imaginary E- 


vils and Danzers, which the Spread - 


ers of DiſofjeTion would have us be- 
icve are o prominent on this occa- 
eon, being weigh'd in the Balance 


with the Advantages we may reap. 


rom his going to Finders, wi! all 
ove lighter than a Feather; and 
I a2ht to be eſteem'd of no more 
Worth, as it is evident from the Fe— 
ur of the whole, that they are en- 
Fai tramed to promcte Lifftntion 

NO ſuch as are weak CNoup Sh to 
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And, as at my firſt ſetting out, I 
evidently proved, that a King of 
England is incapable, ſince the Re- 
2 volution, of doing Wrong; ſo the 
Z Firmnels of that Manon, which is 
founded on the ftrongeſt Principles 
of our Couſtitutiou, muſt neceſſari- 
ly render all Objections to the pre- 
ſent Meaſure very vane, and inſig- 
nificant. Beſides, would it not be 
the greateſt Pitch of Folly and Mad- 
neſs in us, to run the Risk of loſing 
thole Advantages and Benefits, that | 
muſt certainly accrue to this King- 
dom from his Maje/ty's Journey, by 
addreſſing him to reſide at -Home, 
purely to indulge a capricious Hu- 
mour? or to lay a melancholy Phan- 
tom of Danger, which makes no Ap- 
pearance but in the rancorous Breaſts 
and Hearts of thoſe few of his Sub- 
3 jeas that are ſeiz'd with Madneſs of 
Diſaffection, and would fain bring 
others, that are ſober, by their noiſy 


Out- 
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Outerics to be as delirious as them- 
feives?... 


No, Wu us rather agree in doing 
our beſt to make his Journey eaſy, 
pleaſant, and proſperous; by parting 
with the royal Preſence, on this ne- 
ceſſary and emergent Occaſion, with 
ſuch chearful Hearts, and ſincere 
Prayers, and Wiſhes, as will mani- 
feſt our entire Confidence in his Ma- 
feſty s Wiſdom and Goodneſs; by 
our ready Aſſent to whatever Steps 
or Meaſures he ſhall think it expedi- 
ent to take: Thereby afferding him 


the pleafing Satisfaction of being aſ- 


fured of the Love of his Subjects, by 
their ſincerely believing it inconſiſt- 
ent with a KING OF ENGLAND % 
cended from the Bxunswick Line, 


70 40 any WH rong to bis Subjects. 
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